
 
 

 

14th February 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we approach the end of this half-term it is heartening to see the first signs of spring after a cold few weeks. Thank you to 
all our community for your support after the heavy snow which meant we had to close the Academy for a day. Hopefully, 
with the days getting warmer and longer, we can all feel uplifted by the arrival of spring. It has been another successful half-
term for Manchester Academy; our debating team won the first round of the national debating competition, both our Y9 
and Y10 football teams are top of their respective leagues – with our Y9s reaching the last 32 of the English Schools cup and 
numerous trips and visits to activities across the city have shown how well our students behave. Our belief in ‘Education 
with Character’ - developing young leaders and confidence within our students, is underlined by the wide array of 
opportunities our students can engage with. 

Academy Uniform 

Our ‘Raising Expectations’ programme aims to transform standards across the Academy. In the Autumn term we addressed 
punctuality to lessons and behaviour for learning within lessons, this half-term we have been focused on improving 
standards of uniform. We have banned ‘hoodies’ on the Academy premises and students should not wear them at all once 
they pass the Academy gate. If it is cold students can wear an outdoor coat and then remove the coat when they enter the 
building. We expect students to wear smart, black leather style schools shoes not trainers and I would like to thank all our 
parents who are so supportive of our high expectations around uniform. 

Use of Mobile Phones 

We are becoming increasingly concerned about the number of problems we are dealing with which are brought into the 
Academy via mobile phones. We have also had students taking pictures and video in the Academy which is against our rules 
and presents safeguarding concerns. We currently allow students to bring mobile phones into the Academy and let them 
access their phones during breaks and lunchtime with the understanding that this use does not include taking photos or 
video or use of social media in a negative way. In lessons and around the building phones and headphones should not be 
seen or used and if students break this rule their phones can be confiscated. Over the next half-term we will be reviewing 
this policy and if we still have serious concerns it is likely we will move to a policy where mobile phones are not allowed at 
all during the Academy day. 

Staff INSET day 

A reminder that Monday 25th February is a staff training day and the Academy will be shut to students. Students should 
return to the Academy on Tuesday 26th February at the usual time of 8.30.  

Next half-term will be a busy one, with Y9 Options process being launched, Y11 approaching their final set of mock 
examinations and all students will receive our new assessment reports outlining how students are progressing in our ‘Big 
Test’ examinations. On the 15th March we will be supporting the ‘Comic Relief’ fundraising day with a non-uniform day after 
our successful Children in Need fundraising event in the Autumn. 

Thank you to all our parents and community for their ongoing support – we are growing all the time and confident that our 
provision and examination results will continue to improve significantly. 

I wish everyone a safe and restful half-term. 

Best wishes, 

 

Mr J. Eldon, Principal 


